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A presentation by: 
Sandra Kirby, Ph.D.  
 
Sandra Kirby is Chair of the Department of Sociology at the University of 
Winnipeg and is the Researcher in Residence (Visiting Scholar) at the BC 
Centre of Excellence for Women’s Health.  She is a sport scientist who 
known internationally for her work in sexual harassment and abuse. She is 
also an Olympian (rowing), the head coach of a community-based, Master’s 
level rowing club, and “certified female” by the International Olympic 
Committee. She has followed this issue of gender verification since being 
“sex tested” in 1976. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Location: BCCEWH 
Room E311 
Women’s Health Centre of BC 
Street Address: 4500 Oak Street 
Vancouver 
(Note: Entrance to the Women’s 
Health Centre is at Heather and 29th 

Streets, Parking Lot 3) 
 
Information 
604.875.2633 
bccewh@cw.bc.ca 
www.bccewh.bc.ca 
 
Admission is FREE. Everyone 
welcome! 
 
Please RSVP to bccewh@cw.bc.ca 
or 604-875-2633. 

The presentation takes a close and 
critical look at the history and 
practice of gender verification used 
by the International Olympic 
Committee to test athletes entered in 
women’s events. Addressed will be 
issues such as a) bifurcated sport, b) 
scientific practice gone wrong, c) 
equality issues - why test only the 
women and d) update on varieties of 
sex and what the IOC has done with 
this challenge. 
 

 


